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HL 


I intend to question him as to the aims, methods, purposes 
by the 


t oA 
~ of ai 


and 
2se organizationse 


He was the head officer not only before 


ne 
corti Ves 


orting into power of the party, 


ate) ha) 


MRe MCIDWRAITH: When 3 


ut even after the collapse of Germany. 
vou say these organizations, do you mean the 


Leadership Corps® 


DRe LINK: I an speaking of the organization of Political Leaders, which 
at. to defend and which may be subdivided as far as my opinion is concerned 
groups and subedivisionse 


Witness, you aré todey 5), years old ahd your profes 


mni.cipal 


ssional talent is 
secretary e 


been a soldier for nine years and you 
National Socialist in 


Altogether you 


1 have 


In the yea 


Jv 


a gauleiter? 


whe 


You renained a gaulciter until the collapse 


apse of Germany? 
YeSe 


935 vou becare the 
DONS 


president of the Governmen 


ment, which is the 
highest arthority of the state i: 


An I wrong 


Gauleiter in service, 
of the oldest Gaulei 


the old 


Jest 


tae First of all, I wa 


ds 
questions 


ant to akk 
nization book of the NSDAP, which is well 
role The prosecution has decided this organizati:on charter is the 
Gocurent of the NSDAP and has submitted it to the Tribunal under 
PS 893. According to your opinion and to your knowledge does 
the organization bool as * 


one have 
the official directive for th 


5 


e party? 


one can find the whole organization 


Do you me: 


hat the organization } 


book had gained 
practical val.uc? 
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not the official regul ad no practical value 
just a theorétical document. 


or did the 


1 - ch 2 ar 2 | 
How then cm you cxplain thot ti book had bee ed again and 


"7 a a] 
VOLUNCs 


One has WAYS exas cated with of \2 s he party and this 


aah 
wi 


astic uniforms 


> VLG 


If I am to conclude fron the directives I received inmedintely fron 


organization chartere 
f dispatched a menoran- 


5 


desire to have organizati kept to 


refusing the book? 
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and all the dreams submitted by Dre Leve 


MRe MCILVRAITH: I would prefer the witness to answer. 


THE WITNESS: In his meno in 1932, to which I referred a while ALO, 


Hitler stressed the point that there should be as little organization as possible 


Bat 0 


He did that in a sentence, which I sti?l remember and which is as follows: 


"One should not organize what can be organized, but one should organize only 


a 


what absolutely has to be organized." 


BY DR. LINK: 


Q What is your Opinion as to the tern "Hoheitstrager."? 


A Hoheitstrager is a tern conceived by Dr. Ley too. 


never used the term "Hoheitstrager", and the political leaders 
Tr} 


terms, They never felt as sovereign nen "Hoheitstragers" but 


of the population 


i Jlle 


part from Adolf Hitler himself, the Gau- 
and the Ortsgruppenleiter belongedto the category 


meant by Hoheitstragers? 


What about the blockleiters and zellenlciters? 


It is my own view that the blockleiter and zellenleiter were no 
Hoheitstragerse 


They were only modest helpers of the Ortsgruppenleiter 


s 
Q Do you know that there are a certain nuvtber of regulations regarding 
the fact that only down to the Ortsgruppenleiter, they are Hoheitstracecrs? 


LCSe 


But, in the organization charter later on. tho blockleiters and 
zellenleiters are written dovm as Hohcitstragers. Do you mean to say that 
after this organization chcrter, there was a change in the position of the block- 
leiters and zellenlciters as far as their position as helpers of the Ortsgruppen- 
leiters was concerned, or was there no change? 


A No, there had been no changce 
This was only then a theoretical organization regulation? 
Yes, only a theoreti€al order by Dre Leye 


Q The prosecution has said that the political leaders and especially 


the blockleiters and zellenleiters were little Nazi Kings. Did the political 
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leaders of the lower grade have any legal police authority, which could justify 
this implication? 


4 No, they had no sovereign rights. 


That means neither legal or pobice authority? 


Neither legal nor police authority. 
Wha’ was the main task of the blockleiters and zellenleiters? 

A The blockleitkrs and zellenleiters were the helpers of the ortsgruppen~ 
leitcrs in technical questions, The natin task of the zellenleiters and blocke 
leiters was to collect the contributions of the nembers of the party, to sell 
cards and to collect money for the NSD and such taskse 

Q What were the directives the blockleiters and zellenleiters had 
received through the ortsgruppenleiter from you as to the point of having to spy 


on the population and if necessary to denounce such persons who did 
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"Poheitstraegor"? H5233-0012 
The nowspaper "Hoheitstraeger" Is a work of Dr. Leys This paper 


popular an? read as little as the Organizations Charter was 


had a large number only for the reason that there was a prossure ex 


case with the Crganizations vharter, too. 
MCILWRAITH: But you have not answered the question. The question was 
which rank it rua? 
Down to the rank of Ortseruppenlciter. 


ed that the Hoheitstraeger had no authority 


J 


sstablishmcent of concentration camps 


“hose duty was it to establish the concentration 


persons interned thercin? 


u mean to say that the Party its: a he Folitical Leaders had no 
part in establishing, supervisine, an? supplying the concentration camps? 
They ha? no part whatever. 
Q Had the Political Leade a legal or actual possibility to visit the 


concentration camps, an? to make themselves familiar with the institutions 


therein? 


lid. you have that possibility 


hat to make a temand to Himmle 
concentration camps | you visited? 
one concentration camp. I have visite’ one concentration 
concentration camp of Dachau, but that wes already in 
I had visited at that time the concentration camp 


may state here, I have always been a sworn enemy of all 


9 } 
a) Lud { 
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concentration camps. I have not only been a theoretical opponent but in the 
practical fiel’? I have very often oppose. these camps. I have gone to several 
superior offices with regard to that matter, and I often had a talk with Hitle 
about them. at t at time I said to “itler that I saw no reason why political 
opponents should be locked up behind barbed wire, and so far as my own Gau 
was concerned, I saw that there was no Janger at all in letting them free, I 
may stress the point that 1 was not against those camps, because I might have 
ha’ a slight thought even of crimes that were committet in the camps; because 
as a Simple man, as a Christian, I could n-ver think that a movement which gav 
sc much protection to even animals, ani the young life, coul’ have so barbaria 
measures taken by Barbarian Nationals. 

said "So Barbarian measures" So Barbarian as what? 

id, barbarian measurss as have been brought to open ligh 
now in this trial. ‘lay I come back to my talk with Hitler. Hitler told me that 
at that time - the first time that he had heard of the proposal of letting tho 
political enemies run free, that he tid not want to leave these damaging and 
disturbing clements alone and let them damage the reconstruction. 

When was this talk with Hitler? 
this talk with Hitler ha? taken place cither in 1936, or 193; 
but it might have been 1938, too, x1 e shoute? at me, "Give me an Island, If 


1 


you give me an Island I will put those political opponents with their 


| 


2 Aa y4 
ependan 
on the tslani, but as lonc as I have no Island’, they have to stay in concentra- 
tion camps." I have tric1 to ses Hitler once again with regar? to this camp, 


and one occasion wes when the collecting of woollen articles in the winter of 


191 for the benefit of the Wehrmacht, when the result of this collection wes 


very marvellous, such a success that I worked out a very carefully, establishe 
leman? at Hitler's office in ordcr to have the amnesty for these concentration 
camps,I have never received an answer to these demands which I prepared 
with the utmeost care, 
BY DR. LIM: 

Q Have you acted accordingly to your ideas of not bringing political enemi 
into concentration camps? 

A Yes. I have been a Gaulciter for seventeen years, and suring 211 these 
vears I have never brought any one into a concentration camp, and I have never 


92),.6 
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anybody of his freedon contrary I have helped a certain number 


to get 1 camps. or out of prison. 


about your political le 


ted in the same way, because they were aware of my. political idea 


Have you many morc questions, 


about half of the questions. 


LITA: 


was your connection, an? in which way 7i7 you cooperate 
or the Gestapo in the Gau? 


i ) 


] +4 - al % Warns + uAr + a> Aah) 
relationship. However, it was unavoidable that 


1 authorities 


the pers 
ararcraph six 
you yourself 


tig 


solution of the 


it spoke lifferently from 
the seizure of power they 


yn, and that 


Jew. *hat Is the way it was 


conditions unter which I joine* the 
hat ‘lo you know about the things which happene? after the sels 
xertaining to the so Jewish rroblem. “as it a problem of 


Feud 3 


was horrified at finding the Ge 
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" wae Us . D - ~ wr oO 5 : 
It wes Himmler that these people were sent to the concentration camp where 


ling to their profzssion, and + asked what happened, 


ccor 
them and said they would be employed accordingly. 


‘ers there many Jews in your Cau? 


i, I estimate? them to have been approximately three-thousand, I could not 


£ Yows, 1 i y cases 1 saw to it that in individual 


stop the expulsion o 
sus they were at first to be prerni 1d to remain. 
“ould you care to explain to the Commission here now the Landsmannschaft 


organization of your Gaue “hat want ay by thé was it rural or an urban 


istrict organization? 


ith the exception of augsburg it was pronouncely:a rural cistrict, or G 


How were the greater part of the Jews, in the city or in the country? 


ser part the cities. there wore three to four 


took such executive 


hat is practically all that 


58S, anil con- 


au on the lOth and llth of “ovember193& 


Augsbure. Unfortunately I 


21 him 
wer not to pemit 


struction of 
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synacorues in my 43 ict; it was the larger synagocue in my (district 


first one to be used gain after the arrival of the mericans 


r2are In individual Kreises o 3, excesses are alleged to have taken 


Mid cLirectives which you i: 24 from the Sanatorium to 
rrespon? with your basic attitude towarc the Jewish prol 
4 


*his attitude corresponde’ with my basic attitude, and 


the way i wantcd it to, up until today not a hair would 
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and answer seem to be 
witness is calkd to speak for all the Gaulcitcrs 
ses were very widespread thr-ughout-Germany, and the task 


vitness j > explain this excess and not to say what acbually happened 


TR. McILWR.ITH; How many Political leaders were there in your Gau? 
THE WITNESS: Approximately between twelve and fifteen thousand 
eltoccther of theme 
VeIIWRAITH: Of Political Leaders? 
whe were actually Political Leaders wer 
a11 subordinate Kreisloiters and oti.cr people who hac their labor frm nts 
on, the appointed political lieterse 


McIDIRAITH: his Gau between twelve and fiftcen thousand, is 


ion pertaining to this? 


McIDVRAITHs 


ow, Mre Wahl, there were forty-two Gaus in 


) 


Know that e 
know that the Prosecution accounts for 
thousand individuals for the Hohei .eger, including the Blocklciter, 


Zcllemleiter, the staff of the Kreis anc Gauleiters, anc the Reichslevel? 


vou ever think about the fact that this figure may be much toc 
in twenty five years, from 1920 tc 1945, the functionarics 


ra nnesttian har hancan oA oF - mc 
and positionshave changed two or three timcSe 


to this effect; that on the basis of 
i 


from Block to Gauleiter, inclucing their 


> 


we of 2bout forty-thousand, who are 
I have referred to up to now as 
lock and Zellenleiters; one would rcach a higher figure. 
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Do you know anything about whether the acticn in 1938 was organi- 


zed for thopolitical leiters, and executed by them in a wmified manncr? 
(Answering in German). 
MRe McIDi RAITH: When this witness makes a long answer like this, 
half of it must be lost in the translations (Discussion ensued about 
such translation). Will you transiate what I have said to counsel, and 


perpaps he can stop these long answers, and you may translate what he 


WITNESS: Unfortunately, I was cutspokene I was cut of towne 
when I returned later I was interested in finding out just exactly 
d happened, and I had attem.ted in every way to clarify the situation. 

thing I could find out after those weeks was that there was no 
central direction, no focal point, and that these acti were undert2ken 
by individuals in the individual cities; by individual actions you will 
find there 2re alws2ys excess elements who do such thins, 

Heve you found whether in the lesser e sseS which you stated 

before tock place in smaller citics where political leiters were involved? 


Individual ones have participated It was very much mixed, Here 


SS and somcwhere else others avain, anc it was very much 


know any subordinate political leiters who had acquired 
or anything of that sort, and had derived this fromthe 
Jews? 
rejected enrichine myself. I know of several ones who had 
to enrich themselves in this way. I heave always rejected 
nn Jewish property, and now of only nne case where 

A man without my authorization has done so, anc has agquired 2 Jewish 
housGe 

I was referring to political leiters, whether any German Na icnals 

2 


acquired Jewish property? I am not in any other way intcrostcd. 


am only referring to political leitcrse 
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cre political leiters cither after the event of 1933, or cven 


later charged with confiscation or securing of Juwish prozcrty? 


Can you tell us whether the political iciters of your Gau wx 
always reported to you, approved of your attitude towards the Jewish 
problem, cr whether they have follewed your directives? 

On those questicns the political leiters had approved my atti- 
tude essentially; 

I have a few questicns pertaining to the persceution of the 
churche The prosecution charges the political leiters also with participat- 


ion in the conspiracy which is alleged tc have been executcd, or planned 
in your human sctions for reasons against ministers, or pricsts of the 

orcer of the church. Were you aware of any directives, and any authority 
which ¢circeted or ordered them, or little specchcs which were order 


I only know of directives emanating fromBrrmanne 


What dic they say? 


Iwas not particularly intercstcd in these orders of Bormann's, 


a 


sc I have not follcwed any ofthese cirectives. 
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Q ithy not? 


I dic not have tho impres the attitude of cither 
Hitlor or the partye athor dic Dormanyg, oven before ontorin;; 
the party, 


had that attitude and was in 2 position ofpower he 
wonteod to brin riows into practicce 
Within your area were there oxcesses for religious measures? 


lover, NOe 


I must recall to you tho 


action of the Bavarian Kultusministcr, 


» which was directed aainst the crucifix in the schools, and 
cauleiter were Jealing wit! 


Ue u 


also Kultusminister 
of Lavaria, he in 


sd this directive also 
directly to the landrate. | 


~neesw) = Be ne 
possiblo I stoppe 
OVCTyYtTALN es 


In y thoro roli;ious freedom of worship ond 


sLizious funesion 


Lat 
Ce 


Se ee Ne ie os , 
u yourseli ra 


cacers known to you 
Church irself ask for such rosignations from 


yolitical leaders? 
the impre ssi 


liked ¢ 


C 


hurch, but I 
nor did I one subordinate to me to resim fr 
> not God 


1 Beliovin 


2X P r 


uinister in your Gau, 


how was it 
very 
v6 by telling that when arrived, 
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il 


exccuted 


aske: the roproesentative of 


had lo 


’ 


now whon vy comba 


Uli 


you know ny Chic?, 


P| 7 Tar “ ~ 4 . wits 
OL . al Ph \ VLU Bi 


to exocute this 


Leeausc, according to his Imowlodge, 


r accordins to whks 1d th 


thoy have done 


exocuted Churc! 


7 


Several thinss 


while IL was 


in Mince 


mma pertaining to this order, sudd 


Schwavon was primarily an agricultural on 


these people were working on farms? 


ral 


' ; <A TT 


sSompwhere else were exposed 


iene bir 


mean hundreds t 


Par 
» 


of complaiiw 


or factories it may have beon 


Situation was put 


Veube vy 


ONVI.21Ce 


you have an opportunity to « 


5 


of foreign workors wore sheltered 





4. 
wv 


people would come to me fron 


bad situations, ond 


MOQ 


Mee 


fo 


2a Sah irom ites 
Aro you acquainted with t 


“ 1, aia 
1l ros on worxors 


triction 


do know these 


I 


it? 


tlow auc 
933 ‘ 
I considered 


Warnnnan 
VOCOUS C 


overy 
Tq gues ae VAS . 
Nunc yvoLn; 


bviously are thinkin: 


a 


the 


oduecd by the Prosecution 


ean Niele on ara izes ‘ 
matters af 


rwour nary 
your pard 


u 


ae SE oe ety AD 
11C troatme 


pri 
pra 


iple of 


nu were the 


ny \ 


POF Pees eae ee Po ee 
fforent from any oonor 


were 
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4} 
vic 


one of thom was Deputy 


of tho Reich Food Estatc. 
and they were directed to 
to them 


if they couldn't put a stop 


= 
oh 


0 


Mid you receive any reports to any creat extent pertaining to 


reign laborers? 


superfluous 


behave toward a 


= “ 
ly olses 


another directive. 


inin;s 


directives porta 


am referrin, to a directive 


noe eae = ’ Pape Se eee Rey 
wore to be restrictec 


7 ha 7 Omer yam ol 
and the curfew oan 


bicycles 


circular pertainin; 


moan 


directive. 


know 


Trew 


worxers 


nex? 


‘ cmest 
11 worvors: 


treated equally we 


Lem workers employe 


agzricultural om 


9 
cal 


is tho Schwabon farnor wil 


anol 


work is 


n+ d 


Paine ed 


Id have same treatm 





Dut how is it thet this 


authoritics with refcrence to 


that the Pols s were not treated any 


ia ce oe oa 
tho ticatmon 


ifferently from 
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directive was issued from the superior 


+ of 
u 


the Poles and yot you tell us 


the Germans? 


I con onlysay it was because of the stupidi f the people who 


4 eanal ha ard ere 
issuocd the order, I know 


it was portinont to one faue 


de. on te 7 
1at tho 


actually put that into practice 


tra) 5 
the people who actually con 


much too reasonable to 


ph ee ae 
ana were 


conference tavleoe 


~ 4+ _f 
ient of 


of no other reasons.s was a 


« 
CaSC 


special 


L 


eich vood Agent and the Reich 


nes who really contacted the people 


workin; on tho farn 


1at was the soecalled 


™ 13 Pe a4 4 
nonesoldicrs, Bormann ané 
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“Re MCILWRAITH: What does he mean? Was Goebbels a soldier then? 

INTERPRETER: The two nonmsoldicrs, Bormann and Goebbelse 

MRe MCILWRAITH: Docs he count Hinriler as a soldier? 

VITNESS: 

A. Tt was an error of specche I meant Bormann and Goebbels but Hirmier 
was not the sane type of soldicr which I am thinking of. 

Re MCIURAITH: Is he saying he did know the directives of Bormmn an: 
Gocbbels and did not know the direct’v-s of Himmler? Ask the witnesse I dc 
not want couhsel to mswcre 

INTERPRETER: Counsel said "do you know the Bornan and Goebbels 
directives?" and he said tyes't, and he asked himwith reference to Hinmler and 
he saids "Yes, he was acquainted with all three of them." 

BY DRe LINK: 

Q Did you receive these directives in your capacity as gauleiter cr as 
the Reich Defense Kommissar? 

kh In my capacity as the President for the Reich Defense Kommissare 
The directives from Bormann I received in ny capacity as gauleiter and the 
Cirectives fron Hinnler and Goebbels I received as Reich Defense Kormissare 

Q And what did you do in order to publish these directives to your 
subordinates and to see to their execution? 

h TI did neither transfer nor executethese orderse 

Q Why not? 

Iwas in the military serv’ ~s in the last World war and I had to 
and to ascertain the knightliness of the soldicre From this 
mightliness point of view I have not issued nor transferred this ordcre 

IR. MCIUIRAITH: Will you please tell me what it was you refused to do? 
You refused to obey these orders? Vhat were the orders you refused to obey? 

WITNESS 

A. Theorder of Bormann which came to the partye 

MR. MCILIRAITH: But what was the order? That is what I want to get on 
the recorde 

WITNESS s 

A As I recall it, I can't give the exact wording but it was that people 


who participated in lynching of f liers were not to be punishede 


2356 





QIN 


{5 July=-JH-2-Cook H5233-0025 


BY DRe LINK: 


Q Did the political leaders in your gau, perhaps without your knowledge 


or vour directives, participate in lynchings? 
’ } 


A. I do not know of any case of nistreatment or even the killing of an 


aviatore 
Q How do you explain that? .; do you explain the fact that the 


political leaders, taking into considvration at that time the great omotion 


of the population,did not participate? 
A Because that essentially did not correspond to the decency of these 


peoplce ‘ngle individuals and I admit that after 


this directive of Bormann had been publi \ were always some single case 


mis 


Q Is it correct that there would have been amy ole opportunity fcr mistre: 
ben was heavily attacked, is that correct? 


I can tell of quite a few cases 


where the political leaders put fliers who had made emergency 
quickly as possible they transferred then into captivity. 


personal attitude I v of 192-1943, when 


parachutists and aviators were at the Schwaben hospital I 


the hospital and I 1 the sane gifts as I 


put one question which 


Vol 


<n Tone 1 Ea tahtaan waarne 
impo tant , Om + O W-JLLD 9 1a O \ Le YEAS, 


auleiter and you before the Commission that you have 


taken a position opposing that of the official leadership concerning the dc wish 


-robler in concentration camps, the church struggle and the lynch justice. 


ave declared that at times you have attempted to put over the opposing 


«VN 


of view by conferences with Hitler and in other wayse You were not 


no 
A 


successful, but nevertheless you remained a gauleiter until the last Would 


you explain to the court if it would nt have been your duty if you do resent 
of these concepts to resign from this office and put down your conscience, 
d thet perhaps the Third Reich would have collapsed a bit sooner? 


A I know it is very difficult to give an answer here which corresponds 


» 


but I want to say this: l’y gau was one of the smallest 


to everything 


Reiche nty-four years I was politically active in one gau and 


>7 
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In that twenty-four years the population of this gauwhich was also thoroughly 


decent and clean had befome close to my hearte If I would have resigned fre: 


my office Bormann would have enjoyed thate He really would have liked that, 
and the conseqrnce would have been that another ga leiter would have een 
appointed, a gauleiter by the grace of Borgann, and based on the cxperience 
of the last few years I would have done many things differently ad many things 
would have been handled in another waye T several times intended to resign 
after discussing that within the circle of my friends and family, but by the 
population I was asked again and again to remain at any pricee If I had 
resigned it wouldn't have had any influence on the great decision m 
because my gau was nuch too smalle 
Q Have you done everything within your view and from your opposing point 
of view you found wrong te allcviate and to ease? 
activity I have always tried to alleviat 
any wrong [ only resp le for my area of work and for 
1 with that, that the Catholic Bishop, 
a Protestant, has declared tc daugh*er as late as May of this year, that 
always willing to testify before the Court to my good character and to 
ory and faultis that in my youth and sincerit; 
xment which in reality did not existe 
Was there any possibility for you 


5 


to contact Adolf Hitler himself and talk with hin? 
yese Since 2939 I 
have tricd three times seriously to contact Hitler, and not only did I use the 
telephone but I have attempted to exploit all possibilities to talk with Hitler: 
was not successful even once and then I have tried to take another road, anc 
this is too an example of Bormannts activiticse Just at the time when [I had 


1 


an application for a conference with Hitler, it happened that the Fuchrer had 

ordered a meeting and by a coincide: sat in the same bunker where Hitler 

his dinne Every time I attempted to talk authoritatively, being separat 
rmeters from Hitler, Bormann suddenly stepped between and 


I said that I fcolt that this was an occasion to discuss 


well the matter you want to discuss with 
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Q Finished how? In what sense? That the audience was granted? 

4 He had given pe the information that it was impossible to have a 
conference with Hitler, and that as far as he was concerned that finished the 
matter, 

DRe LIX That finishes my questions. 

Have you any « icstions,lir. Marreco? 
Me TLARRECO: It is ten to one now and I don't want to tie nyself dowr 
1Re MCIL WRAITH: You can start and we wk1ll stop at one o'clock, 
CROSS EXAMINATION 


TLARRECOs 


7] 


Germany ar are you here to only jus’ your owmm behavior with regard to the 
7 .s 3 > 


Gau Schwaben which you yourself said we me of the smallest in the Reich? 


i I have come here to defend the honor of the political leaders all 
over the Reich. Of course, mainly I can talk about the things which I 


why rier jy Tr OW 
~ Zu} or enced Ln tony UOvVael 


Q It is not possible, is it, to distinguish between the 600,000 


o1 leaders throughout the Reich and the policy of the National § 


uld like to say that ontof the 600,000 politicak leaders ninety 
per cent were surely al] 


£ 


Q But come now, witness, the nol adership and the party were 


Q Are you here to give evidence for the NSDAP administration throughout 


Sane thing, wasn't the political leadership the instrument by which the 


Policy was made manifest? 
It was supposed to put it into executicn. 
But it is not possible tc ‘nd the political leaders and at thi 
condemn the party? 
No, but I have the inpre n that the top political leadership wa 
abuse the good political leaders 


Q If I understood the sense of the long statement you made just now 


it was this: You told the Commissioner that you often thought of resignin 
you frequently discussed a possible resignation with your family, but 
were the gauleiter of one of the smallest gaus in G, ormany and it was a healthy 


great problems of its own, you decided no purpose wou 


acricultural gau with nc 


be served by your resignation, and sc decided to remain in office, 
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. 


right? 
4A Yes, because I felt only responsibility for ny sovereignty areae 
Renember we did not dare ask stions concerning the Reich Policy.s 
hat when you considered the fact of your resignaticr 

with your fanily and as you looked around you, you saw a lot to criticize and 
conderm in the other gaus? 

that is correct. I saw that in my neighboring gaue 

Ye will adjourn now until two ofclock. 


(The Commission adjourned at 1300 hours ) 
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KARL WAHL -~ Continued 
CROSS BXALINATION -- Resuned 


(The Comission reconvened at 1:50 hours) 


Tho Corps of Political Leaders. 


COLZIISSL OMGR: 


te Cole Ne ile Se Neave 


COL. NOAVE: 


Commissioner 1 as due to sit here has not arrived. 


continue with the hearing of this witness wysclf. 


Yes, he is outside. 
far have you got? 


Pomel er, 
Piel Us 


I'in cross oMisining this 


fiftcen minutcs. 


7 TT TT DOTA. 
BY Llite sdarrwsl UO > 
a 5 + TT wer4 a sles re 
\journncnt i Was askin 
convoersaticoi 


you should resign your position as 


dravm fron that conversation this —- ashaned 


Gaulcitors were doin, an at all around you sai thins 


lisapproved vanted t yoursclf frori? 


is truc, isn't it? 
Yos, that is truc. 


Q Your little Gm o: Schosalben was borcerec on the 


Gau of Franconia where Streicher we: 


I want tos tress tho point that the 


aller than the Gau of Franconia. 411 the Bavarian 


are nost in that district. 


Doesn't matter 


f the size. 


by the Gau of Streicher? 
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First of all I apologize for the delay, but the 


| I shall be 


on the qucstion of whetncr or 


Isn't the inolication 


other 


on which you 


great 


Gau of Schesaben was not much 


Gaus are very small as 


on the North 
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Q And you knew of the sort of thing that wes going on in Franconia? 
You knew about Streicher's Jew baiting and of the filth Streicher was 
in his Sturner? 

A I mow of those things, and I always rejectcd that foolishnoss of 
Streicher, inwardly and outwardly. 

Q 4nd when you discussed these things with your wife, it was fron 
£ which you knew Streichor was cuilty of that you wished to dis- 
} yoursclf? 

YoSe 
Well thon that being soy how can you cone here and give evidence 


before this Cormission in defonse of all Gaulciters and Party administration 


throughout Gcrnany? d 't it truce to say that the evidence you gave this 
nornins is a personal justification and we should take as such and no nore? 
I want to stressthe point that it's not my 
to justify all the Gaus. In the Gaulcitors thore were maniacs and blood 
thirsty fools as cvcryvhere 
Q Well, witness, I just want to be clear -- what the effect of your 


evidence is because as I understood you cane here today to give cvidence to 


rebute the prosccutionts asscrtions that the Party administration -- that the 


Party policy as it was c¢iven evidence throurch the Political Leadership, was 


a crininal onc. 
I have not cone here in order to defend the Naticnal Socialist 

regine, which has gone away without glory and has done a lot of bad things. 

I have cone here only to restore the honor of the great many’ political leaders 

who were decent follows and who have no part in the punishable deeds that have 
been cormitted by othorse 

Q Jitness, I'm not dmying that thero may have been political leaders 

who were innocent ion, but did not you agree with me before the adjourmaicnt 
that it is quite impossible to distinguish between the policy of the Party and 
the political leadership which was the instrument by which that policy was 
nanifest? 


liay I in short explain thate I only wish to stress the point that 
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there have boen bad and good Gauleiters and, of course, the bad Gaulcitcrs 
wanted to exercise their plan in their cim Gaus, and there wore creatures who 
wore quite willing to cxercise those plans, but I ust stress asain that the 
srcat majority of the political leaders rejocted those and took no parte 

Q If the ereat najority of political leaders were innocent, how was it 
you frequontly discussed with your wife that you wented to resign your 
position, because you did not approve of what was going on? 

This was the case mainly because imrordly I rejected the conduct of 
nany of our supcricr lcadcrs. 

Q scoe Now, I just want you to look with me at two docunents. Tr. 
is a docwiont the defense counsel mentioned to you in his exarination in chici 
this norninge Sir, this is E.C. 68, vhich has already been put in evidence 
before this Cormission. 

What is the title of this docunecnt? 
iRe MARRECO: Directives on the treatment of forcion farnvorkors of 
Nationality. 
JIARRECO (Contimed) 
a letter, isn't it, from the Gauantsloiter in the cffcct 
that Gauatsleiters for arriculture to Krceisbaucrnschafton in tho Gauy and thc 
defense counscl this morning mentioned one or tio of the points in this docur 


LD oh 


I?1] just zemind you of thom. Paragraph il s ‘undanentally, farrorkers 
of Polish 1 r he ricsht to complain, and thus no 
omplaints nay be accepted any more by any official agency." and paragraph it 
"The visit of churches, rerardle:s faith, is strictly prohibitcc, cven wher 
there is no service in prorres: Individual spiritual care by clorsynen 
outside of the church is permitted. ind Paracraph #5: "Visits to theaters, 
1otion pictures or other cultural ontertainnent are strictly prohibited 
farmworkers of Polish nationality." dnd #6 - Visits to restaurants prohibit 
nd #7: "Sexual intcrcourse with women and sirls is strictly prohibited, and 
wherever it is established, it must be reported." ind #10: "Permits to 
the villaze may only be cranted in very oxcoptional cascSee." And il2: Ever 
employor has the richt to sive corporal punishnont tovard farmworkers of Folis 


tra 


nationality, if instructions and socd words fail. I 
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accountable in any such case by an 


r+ 


workers of 
of the hone, and 


should restrict such action." 


That document sives a pretty 


6 


A It is a vory sac 


sons 


0 That document was 


who were the innocent oxperts 


about what was 


This 


4) 


tiLCLC 


MO 
athe 


may have been sc Krc 


on these things 


u SUsec 


Ce eee 
LONCSS sy 


in your 


m Ehren you couldn't 


this 


sstinc that this situation was 


I rovret to say that ono 


doors between thosc 


other, and 


vhen there were hundreds of Kingdo 


Q But you are giving your co 


which these thins wat on, 


WiLL you agr 


oc With me that it was 


decent Kreisschaftenfuchr 


At least, he should have 


Ourht not ho have 


d conditions of pure slavcen 


a » an 
Yvuch experts as 


of course, if their 
standings opi 


oersonal nion. 


OTrc 
. 
Polish nationality should 
they can be quartered in stables, ctce 
OO 
picture that is 
why I wanted to get away fro 
distributed, was it 
attached to Kreisstadt who you 
document is confined 
isleit 
es tins: 


sce how, 


necessarily we 


as well as ah Yr the Ge 


er when ho 


were forniliar with arr 


protest had not 


TLL 
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jal asoncy." Paracraph #13, "Farn- 


possible be removed from the cormunity 


renorse whatever 


picture, docsn't it, 


that is one of 


many thin; 


not, to the Kreisbaucrnschaftc 


aor 
+ 
Oey 


kneyr nothing 


only to the Baden but I 


who hac knowledse of these cocument 


Cc 


eo ee earn =a © mead doce 1 
convine c¢ majority of the 


laushed over sce docureonts. 


that these conditions neccssarily cane 


obsorvine that Karlsruhe is only 150 


thoc ions 
VUllvnw& JAuke/ dd? @ 


condi 


in your Gau, but 


widespread throughout G.rmanye 


(le e re <7 bana <r - maker) fan AF ® 
Gou was vory stron:ly separated fron each 


Gous were much ziore defined than even befor 


IIS ¢ ee 


evidence hore, witness, for the Gaus in 


s in which thoy didn't. 


the cuty, it was the cloar duty, of any 


rot this order to rcs 


inmedia vy protested ace 


srotost acainst a situation which 


yorkers? 


iculture on the field should, 


1 


had any effect, have n their 
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Q You told us this merninz, and othor witnesses have told us as well, 
that these so-called experts, outer circles of experts, were not infcrmed abou" 
these things, kncow nothin about then. re you still telline us that this 
circle of oxperts were net faniliar with thecctails cf the policy toviard slov 
labor, and so .on? 

A Vell, it is clcar that cven in those outer circles there have bcen 


nen who have acted diffcrently. 
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Qe You are not answering my question. You see, witness, the prosecution 
doesn't dispute that there were 1 handful of men who acted as anydecont man 
could be expected to act in these circumstances, My question is += are you 
still telling us in view of the document that I put to you, that the cuter 
circle of the Gau and Kreis staff did not know what the policy, and the 
treatment of slave labor was? 

As far as 1 have seenysthis document emanated from the Reichslchrstad 
the Reichs Food Supply Offices This office is an exncrt of theimt, I ean onl 
finc one explanation, that is, that the director of this Amt know his Gua- 
leitcr pretty well and in order to plense him he printed this document and 

sent to the Kreisloiter, 

%e It doesn't really matter where it came from, the cocument spcaks for 
itsolf in all its brutalitye ‘hat is important is the distribution, It went 
to every Kreisbauernschaften in the Gau and they all knew what tho policy of 
that Gau at least was toward slave labors 

e« May I stress the point again that most of these leaders of Kreise 
bauernschaftens who received these circular letters were oxperts and peasants 
to whom it would have been quite impossible to see to the exccution, and to 
even conceive the execution of such a stupid measure and the announcement 
contained in the letters. 

Q, “Witness, we have had one of them here before this Commission. Did 
you kmow the Kreisbauecrnschaften Johann Adam Mohr? 

4g Ho was not a Kroisbaucrnschaftoene Ho was Landesbauernschaft of Maine 
Franken» 

Q He would have seen that Cocument, would he not? 

That is not quite surce He might have scen its in tho other Grus 


nobody knew of ite 


% Well, Mohr is pretty typical of the kinc of man thot Kroise 


bauernschaften weree Mohr is on intelligent farmer. He is not just an 
ignorant peasante 
“. Mohr was a Gau peasand leader of Main«Franken and at tho samo time a 


practical farmer and lead of the Gaubauernschaften. He was in this capacity 
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Main-Franken as the man who has sent out this document was for Badene 


4 man with a great measure o eadership, expected of 


Mohr would never have sent out such a document. He 
practical man, ond if you will permit me 
cocument was crazye It is ineenceivable that a 


v 


experience could expect that cocument to be obeyece 
this morning that these cocuments were sent out, but in 
fact never obeyed. Isn't that.pure nonsense? Are you going to tell this 
Commission that there are plenty of farmers in the country who wuld jum 
at the opportunity to inflict a corporal punishment on 
2vernment gave them a blank check to do so? 
miy have becn sone cases of course, 
preat mass of peasants reacts quite differe y I came from a Gau which is 
funcamentally agricultural, and there are more peasants than anything 
laborer whether he is a 
sed, well fed, and i ot sent to the 
epeat there may have 
see, witness, just because they ; > them a blank check to flog 
rers ond to make them sleep in stables <= the political leaders 
them as criminalse 
Now, just look at the second cocumcnte This is Yocument Den884i. 


Also already in evitence before the Commission. It is a letter from the 


Gaustabsamtsleiter of Baceon/Elsass dated 1944, and entitled "Employment 


document, witness, which lays down the action 
taken when foreicn fomnale laborers become nrernante Just look on 
"Should foreign fomale women have been induced to sexual inter= 
(for instanee by taking advantage of 2a condition of 
cependency), she will be taken temporarily into protective custocy anc then 
sent to another place of wrke In other cases, the foreign female worker will 


a concentration camp for women." 


on that page = when these women have their children 
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be taken away, and 
J? 


pregnancy be racially : 


homes for foreign children, to be looked after by the x 


atisfactory anc her 


TU 
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Ih 


if investirations show that the 


editarily healthy, they will go to 


a 


ati Pocialist 


Yelfare Organization and will be ldéoked after by familicss and in the nogativ 


cases the children will bo lodred 


And look at the distritution of 


NOW, 
the Gorman Labor Front, Gou fropaganda 


leiter the Bureau 


lelfare, Questi 


e, Baden/ Alsace, Kreisleiters, Kreisobmann of 


ap a 
\CCLPS y 


aa 
yo 


stre the point that just 


at the man his 


himself unhe 


} 


nad these pap 


turn 


—— 
Kreislcitor 
You gay that listributing 


mite dustlook her 


if pregnant women 


alroaly 


ntyetwo proegnancics, 
ut, whorceby 
wer. still-birthe 
1s really murdc 
state, 


Ae 
~ 


f Racial Policy, National 


4 


iner< 


noeopl« 


over to 


\- 
z 


securred is 


hheprinciple.of the 


in forcign childrens nurscricse 


this documente 


Chicf, Gau 


E : 
Hen Peasant 


ns of Race, to the Gau Ww 


the 


know anys» 


because of this distribution it is 


scument, Gaustasamtsleitcr of 


5 


cument, thi: 


dible importance, 


LYA¢ 


who had in reality nothing tc 


page four <= { pages, until 


Villipene You 


these letters to 


ro 


what Haller says. 


s n> lonrer 


possible, 


ut until 


a] 


f which fsur rtions wre sai 


somalninge 


soven= 


thine that that 


much the Tribunal 
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Qe You knew then thot this osrt of thing was coing cn in some Gaus? 
iy I had no knowledge of that much nonsense. That there was so much of 
it I would not have belicvede 

I am not sueresting for a moment that this sort of thing went on in 

Schwaben, nor that this Cocument I put to you came from the Gau 
Baten-Elsasse what I om suggesting is that this thing was widespread and in 
a large proportion of the forty-two Gaus in Germany. 

I deem it partially possible, but not to that extente 

MARRECO: No further qucstirnse 

Col Orlov? 
ONEL ORLOV: 

Have you studied the book, "Mcin Kampf" very thoroughly? You have 
understood, have you not, that Hitler was about te execute everything that he 
hac written tn that book? 

Ae Not everything; all of it was not quite clear. 


You have stated this morninz, have you not, that you had a talk with 


soneerning treatment of political onemics? 


And you thought, didn't yo that Hitler micht let the political 
free and ce ut of concentration camps, didn't you? 
Did you refer to the implicatio: that he would leave them go out of 
concentration camps if he 


You have said, have you not, that asked Hitler to free 


onemics which ho kept prisoner in Gsu Schwaben? 


in the summer of 1934? 


nave always dcoply regretted what Hitler then did his political 


encmicse 
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Q It is not a qmestion here of whether you regretted it or not, but 
it is a fact that you are well aware of the very short way Hitler used to 
treat his political enemies, he treated them in a very short manner, dicn't 
he? 


I was aware of the fact that he locked them up in concentration 


camps, but that there have been more than that I have only heard to my 


deepest regret in this Tribunhle 
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, Then you hac no knowledge that many political cneniies of 


‘Cured in the year 193) ? 
No, I nave no Ikmowlecge of thate I shcule net e' 
2 thin-, because the cuter sizns which we have seen 
iffercnt. 
THE COMMISSIONER: Is the witness sayin, that 
nents -f Hitler were killed in 193) ? Is that was 
COL. ORLOV: Yes, ti 


make sure that 


& correcticn heree Phere is 
coursc, I had kn -wledge of the non that were kille 
THs CAL TSSIONERS Isn't wna..t Colonel Orlev iin abcut 
COLe ORLOV: Of coursce 
Tid WITNESS g heuzht you were talkin 
litical cnenicse 
bout the worc 
must n 
n the 


litical cneiiics in th 


political leaders were subordinate to, hav 
de national socialist ideolu.jy, have you 


j 


& manner whieh coulc b ised before the 


all the political leaders 


litical crinc’?. Aart 
tt my hurror now here, later on have 
the Reichs wnich have been taken 


by then t 
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think the natiunel socialist propasanca you 
that propaszancda doss not mean a thing ? 
I state that the Gauleiter was only respunsidle for hi 
I think that if in my Gav there ha. happened anythin 
patiols with moral lews, them I don't think that the representatives 
confessions were reacy to give me a certificate of soccecnduct todays 


think so, 


we Anc the fact that you have a ‘voeated a creat number of youn: men in na- 


tional socislist instructivns, doesn't mean anythins cither ? 
that was under the autl Youth Leaders, 


intervened in those tetters, the measures remained in the frame 
> 


as Gaulciter, you had 


y uth, noe The y 


point has always beer 


4. an | Aoat 
tb ten past 


wISSIONERs All right. 


quésticns, but I would: like 


then I want te ask som 
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Die LINKs Yes, sire One of the attcrneys 
the question why the witness hus been called here, and 


t: stress the fact that the witness has not been brvucht here a 


thought of, for his perscnal justification. But because he was 


tioneclg as I have ic at the beginning vf the questioning, anc ! 
questioned with regard to 1 and 3 of 6a ; decree of the 13th of Marche 
That is, namely, what were the aims -f the Gau in the grcup that has been 
charged here in the sense cf this charter ? 

THE COMMISSIONER: Dre Link, I think we can cut this quite sh-rt. It's 
perfectly simple. If you wish to make that clear, ask the witness to clarify 
his answers to the rosecution during your re-uirect examination, 

DRe LINK: Yes, 

LINK: 
Witness, have you testified here in urdcer t 


> have you come here te sive us informati 


with the clear plan in view <f committing crimes 


far from me to come here to testify myself. 


f the many sudurdinate political leiters 


THE CO...ISSIONER: Dr, Link, is that cxactly the answer 
prosecuti 
Re LINK: Yes, sir. 
COMMISSIONER: Isnt*t that 
LINK s 
CO" TSSIONER s am gGuitce satisfied that it is iny 
I would like t 
secubion would kincly 
fficee 
be here, Sce if he is 
come here inaccdLately 
ite LINK: 
) you maintain that in your Gau you have nt received the cdccument 


Pokish workers ? 
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Ae I have never received such a cocument, and if I ha’ received it I 
would have thrown it in the waste paper basket. 
TH: CO WISSIONERs br. Link, you need nt ask that question avaine 
He has alreacy testificd to that. 
DRhe LINKs I have asked this question a.ain because if 
taken tie prosecutor has asked the witness :"This mcrnin 
that you have received this cocument." I wanted only t. clarify this p»sint, 
TH COMTISSIONERe Oh, I sec, all right, eo one 
BY DRe LINKs 
ye ica the Kreisbauernfuehrer belong to the staff cf the Kreislutecr ? 


To the large circle of the staff in the wapacity «f expert, as you have 


already mentioned in this norning ? The Reichsbauernfuchrer as deputy of 


the Reichsnachrstanc, or the expert in the matters of azriculture. will 
Cistinzuish between those two ? 
was gencrally a personal unin, anc 

there were two persons, the agricultural «ert an’ the Kreisbauernschaften, 

x» Yo you maintain that in your Gau the Foli ther foreich workers 
were treatec in the same way as German Lab 

ite Yes, I maintain thate 

we “ith regard to the secon’ Ccoeument, I have ti ask u have answe- 

the questicn of the prosecutor with regard to the distributicn of the 
docunuent, that from the very fact that this document has been sent out t 
many Cifferent cffices which had nothing to Jo with it, that fr.w this very 
fact one can cerive that the man who sent it off wanted it in the <fficce 
anc. I put it to you, that you have been shown on this 
parts, and that in the cocunent t.ereare a certain numer 
dealt with, don't you know thet ? 
THE CO ISSIONGRs «aren't those eopies 
table ? On the interpreter's 
in on lire Marrecots deske Sh 
re Link, the documents which ycu require. 

ig LINKS 

de I contt want to put it to you, but I want to 
that ? 


4 Yes, I think bo because .f the volume -f the 
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you are aware that the distritrtion, of course, deals with the whol 
’ 3 


ja he 


you mean to imply that your testimeny on the ,rinciple isn't changed 

ard to the expert officers .f the staff by the fa 

w 2 documents which clear], were dircetives in a political sense ? 
In what was sh.wn here we have to show, in my cpinicn, an exceptione 


she 
On the principle the situaticn was as I have gescribed it. 

you uncerstuoc from the bock "Mein Kampf" that shovld 

he woulc threw his political enemies intc concentrati 


was your view of the persons that have been sh n dune 30, 1934 


J 


lealt with the matter in detai hat tinc I was horrified 


isicer these 


+} erie 
tne Cluurse 


u mean tc 
say that they wanted to ; n ti uticnary reconstruction quicker 
after 1933 ? 

4&e I have stresses point formerly because even before 
wer of Hitler there were certain currents in thet cirelc 
(quickly 


their ha 


further 


want this witness kept in Nurn- 


QUOT 


H5233-0043 





Die LINK: I woul? suggest that he Stay fur a little while »ecause 


we have to make up cur winds as to the choice f the different witnesses fr 


he Tribunal. 
1 NuaVEs Very welle ‘he witness may be excused. 


(The Comission adj-urned at 1610 hours). 
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